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Bill 21 : Statement from Beny Masella, President of the Association of Suburban 
Municipalities and Mayor of Montreal West  
 

MONTREAL WEST, April 1st , 2019 — The Association of Suburban Municipalities is concerned about the 

consequences of the implementation of Bill 21, “Act respecting the laicity of the State,” in Montreal and 

in our demerged municipalities. This Bill does not reflect the values of respect, solidarity, freedom and 

equality that are shared in our communities. 

 For many centuries, the island of Montreal has been home to hundreds of thousands of people from all 

over the world. All of these families find here an environment where they can thrive and be full partners 

in the fabric of Montreal for which we are all very proud. 

 The idea of denying access to municipal employment for men and women who are members of our 

communities because they wear religious symbols does not correspond to our normal course of conduct. 

In our opinion, the only criteria that governs us in the selection of candidates is their skill and experience. 

It is unthinkable that we could undermine the fundamental freedoms provided by the Quebec Charter 

of Rights and Freedoms. We believe that the neutrality of the state is exercised by the actions of our 

employees and not by their appearance. 

 The Quebec government has the prerogative to legislate on this matter. However, we respectfully ask 

that they amend their Bill so it excludes municipal employees who are prohibited from wearing a 

religious symbol while on duty. 

 In recent years, all the debates on identity in Quebec have not resolved the matter. There are many 

realities on the territory and it is crucial not to apply “one size fits all” solutions to the whole province. 

If this bill were to go forward without taking into account our concerns, and because it is contrary to our 

values, we have difficulty seeing how we could apply it in our municipalities.  
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