
 

 
 

 

 

Communiqué 
For immediate release 
 

The Mayors of the 15 Montreal island suburban cities reject Montreal’s 
$6.4 billion capital works budget 
 
 

Montreal West: February 14, 2018: At this afternoon’s Agglomeration of Montreal meeting, 

the mayors of the 15 Montreal-island cities voted against the adoption of Montreal’s $6.4 billion 

capital works budget. It the minority report that was submitted to the Agglomeration’s Finance 

and administration Commission, the mayors outlined the key issues that fueled their decision 

to reject the budget, starting with its overall (and very significant) spending increases:  

 

PTI 2018 – 2020 2017                      
$ * 

2018                 
$* 

2019                   
$* 

2020                   
$* 

TOTAL           
$* 

City of Montreal projects 1 159 1 347 1 428 1 422 4 197 

Agglomeration projects 671   738   730   717 2 185 

Montreal + Agglomeration 1 830,7 2 085 2 158 2 139 6 383 

*millions 

 

Beaconsfield Mayor Georges Bourelle and vice-president of the Agglomeration`s Finance and 

Administration Commission expressed his disappointment with the budget as follows “…the 

proposed 2017 to 2018 spending increases are excessive (+16.2% Montreal, +10% Agglo, 

13.9% Agglo + Montreal).  On the heels of a 5.2% increase in the Ville de Montréal’s 2018 

operating budget (6.9% increase for the Agglomération), we find the proposed PTI spending 

increases over the next 3 years excessive, especially when one looks at the impact of these 

increases on the long-term debt situation” 

 

On the issue of debt management concerns, it should be noted that Montreal’s policy clearly 
states that in any given year, the amount of its total ‘net’ debt should not exceed the city’s 
revenue budget, i.e. 100% ratio or less. This policy was adopted in 2004 and has been 
respected every year since then until 2017. Regrettably, this is no longer the case in 2018. 
The capital works budget that has been presented projects a total net debt of $5.5 billion in 
2018, 102% greater than total revenue budget ($5.4 billion). And by 2020, the net debt will be 
in the range of $6.3 billion which will exceed total revenue (adjusted for inflation) by 110%, 
substantially more than Montreal’s self-imposed “100%” policy. Add to this problem the very 
high probability of interest rate increases in the short to medium term, we could be headed for 
a serious debt management crisis in the very near future. 
 
 
 



 
 

Perhaps the single greatest irritant associated with the 2018 – 2020 capital woks budget is the 
on-going lack of attention being given to the list of projects requested by the suburban city 
mayors. Included in the list are four (presented below) that date back to 2008 when they were 
first categorized as ‘high priority’ projects in Montreal’s “Plan de Transport 2008 – 18e Chantier 
(Entretenir et completer le réseau routier de l’île)”‘: 
 

1) Cavendish extension; (no funds committed in the 2018 capital works budget; no 
confirmed execution or completion date has been established as of yet) 

2) extension of boulevard Rodolphe-Forget; (no provision of funds for this project have 
ever been included in any Agglo PTI budget since 2008) 

3) extension of  boulevard Jacques-Bizard; (no provision of funds for this project in the 
2018 capital works project) 

4) Construction of an urbain boulevard within the Autoroute 440 right-of-way; ( a 1M$ 

provision has been included in the 2018 budget but no confirmed execution or 

completion date has been established as of yet) 

 
“It’s very frustrating” quoted Kirkland Mayor Michel Gibson. “With the new REM project now a 

reality, it’s important that the A-440 project be completed prior to the construction of the new 

REM station in Kirkland. Confirmation of the A-440 completion date is critical at this point”. 

 

One last concern that warrants mention is the lack of information as to the monetary impact 

that many of the 275 capital works projects will have in the operating budget. For example, 

new buildings, new bicycle paths and the like require maintenance after they are constructed. 

Yet the 2018 - 2020 capital works budget documents contain virtually no information as to the 

extent or amount of such maintenance costs that can be expected. As such, we might be in for 

an unpleasant surprise when these maintenance costs have to be paid and there’s no 

provision for them in Montreal’s operating budget. 

 

For these and other reasons the suburban city mayors voted against the approval of the 2018-
2020 PTI budget. In their opinion, the budget failed to address a number of priority issues 
(some of which date back to 2008) that the suburban city mayors have made known to the 
Montreal decision-makers who prepared the 2018-2020 PTI budget. Yes, the suburban city 
mayors are committed to be Montreal’s partners but it’s very difficult to build a partnership 
where they are ‘seen but not heard’ when it comes to the preparation of Agglo budgets, both 
capital works and operating. 
 
 
 
 
Contact:  Georges Bourelle; Mayor, City of Beaconsfield 
  514 428-4400  ext. 4412 

 
 

 

 

 


