
	

	

 

Press release 
For immediate distribution 
 
 

Mayor Peter Trent quits Agglomeration’s Finance and 
Administration Commission. 

 
 Montreal, September 30, 2016 - At the September 29 meeting of the Agglomeration of 

Montreal Council, Westmount Mayor and President of the Association of Suburban 
Municipalities (ASM), Peter Trent, submitted his resignation as vice-chairman of the 
Agglomeration Finance and Administration Commission, a position that he has held 
since 2010. 
 
In his comments to his colleagues at the Agglomeration Council, Mayor Trent 
summarized the reasons why he has, reluctantly, decided to take this step: “In each of 
the past six years that I have served on the Commission, Montreal’s Executive 
Committee has unilaterally prepared the following year’s capital and operating budgets 
with no consultation with the Finance and Administration Commission. In fact, the draft 
budgets were only made available to the Commission in late fall every year, usually on 
the same day these documents were made available to the public. At this same time, 
the Commission was given a mandate to convene public consultation meetings on 
these draft budgets, in which its members had had no input, let alone any agreement 
on guiding principles and priorities. 
 
Mr. Trent further stated that “For the past six years, the Finance and Administration 
Commission has convened public consultation meetings with the outcome being the 
same each year: not a single number or comma in the final budget numbers was 
changed. The Commission members commit a significant amount of time and effort 
every year to try to mount a proper budget review and to suggest changes to the 
budget; but all their work is for naught. It’s like critiquing the choice of ingredients in a 
cake that is already baked. And now we know this practice will continue in future 
years: the Montreal Executive Committee, in its May 2016 report to Council, stated 
that it has no intention of modifying the budget preparation process. While it is 
certainly their prerogative to take that position, it leaves me no choice but to refuse to 
participate in a process that, for all intents and purposes, is a charade.”  
 
 
 



	
	

With Mayor Trent’s departure, Beaconsfield Mayor Georges Bourelle remains the sole 
ASM representative on this Commission. “I completely agree with Peter Trent’s 
reasoning. That said, for the sake of continuity and to retain the ASM’s right of 
representation, I have decided to stay on the Commission.” 
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For information, please contact: 

Bruce St.Louis 
Executive Director, Association of Suburban Municipalities 
514 989-5273 
 
Peter F. Trent 
President of the Association of Suburban Municipalities 
Mayor of the City of Westmount 
514 989-5240 
 

 

 

 

 


